ATTACHMENT B

MINUTES 
OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF 
The Elmhurst Public Library 
Board of Trustees
Monday, November 21, 2011
6:30 p.m. Administrative Conference Room

President Susan Sadowski called the November 21, 2011 special meeting of the Board of Trustees to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Administrative Conference Room.
Board members in attendance included Marsha Baker, Ingrid Becton, John Morrissey, Jan Vanek, Rose Walsh and Linda Wheaton.  Bill Ryan was absent.  Also in attendance were Library Director May Beth Campe and Assistant Library Director Sarah Caltvedt.
There was no Public Comment.
The first order of business was Approval of Revision to the 2011 Tax Levy.  Director Campe explained that the special meeting of the Board had been called because of news received after the regular November Board meeting the previous week.  The addition of the new Elmhurst Memorial Hospital to the tax rolls increases the total Equalized Assessed Valuation, which was not accounted for in the tax levy  originally passed by the Board.  Ms. Campe distributed a worksheet outlining the impact of adding EMH to the tax rolls with the original levy amount and with an increased levy that incorporated approximately $122,000 that would be paid by EMH at the tax rate of the original levy.    There would be no impact on residential property taxpayers from such an increase; their tax levy would remain the same either way.  She also distributed pie charts illustrating 3 scenarios:  the current levy without EMH, the current levy with EMH, and a revised levy with EMH.  The latter two result in a slightly lower rate than the original.  Director Campe stated that the significant issue is that the hospital would be contesting its designation as a taxable, for-profit organization, and if they prevailed, the $122,000 in property tax would have to be returned in the future.  This would have a significant impact on the Library’s budget.   The City Finance Director has proposed setting the EMH property taxes aside in a separate account and not including that money in the budget because of the provisional nature of the assessment.  John Morrissey asked for clarification, and Jan Vanek explained that although school and park districts always inflate their levy to capture new growth, the Library has not done so in the past because it has been relatively insignificant.  She stated that she supported a levy increase because it was a one-time opportunity and would not increase residential taxes.  President Sadowski pointed out that it was unclear how long the EMH issue would remain unsettled.   Mr. Morrissey asked Ms. Campe to confirm that there would be no further increase in budgeted spending if the levy increased, and she did so.  He also asked for clarification of the tax rate vis a vis the levy, and Ms. Campe stated that the levy was fixed, but the tax rate varied, depending on the EAV.  She pointed out that the Library’s tax rate was higher this year because of the drop in the total EAV.  President Sadowski asked for a motion on the levy increase.  John Morrissey moved:
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
That the 2011 tax levy for the Elmhurst Public Library will be $7,054,736, which includes annual operating revenue and funds for bond repayment.
Rose Walsh seconded the motion.  Assistant Director Caltvedt called the roll:

Marsha Baker – Aye
Ingrid Becton – Aye
John Morrissey – Aye
Bill Ryan – Absent
Susan Sadowski - Aye
Rose Walsh – Aye
Linda Wheaton – Aye
Susan Sadowski – Aye


The motion passed.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.


Marsha Baker, Secretary


